
Correspondence from Ian Geer 
To the KB Museum June 2019 

Dear sirs  

I wonder why all sites regarding ITT-KB products put foots ray in Kent as ITT base, 

this was a distribution point, as all televisions and music centres were manufactured at 

the main ITT factory, formally Kolster Brandes, in Theaklen drive, St Leonards on 

sea, (Hastings) where me and my family worked for many years until the closure in 

1979. As supervisor on the ua5042 music Centre flow line, and my mother was the 

nursing sister in the factory, I remember many ITT-KB products being produced there. 

This factory was the largest in the area, employing many hundreds of people. I'm 

upset there is no mention of the plant, or our involvement with the then top secret 

ceefax project. Kind regards, Ian Geer, ITT 1976 - 1979 

 

I'm sure somewhere I have my mother's photos from when she was sister, at Hastings, 

and the carnival entries that they won every year. All television models of KB and 

ITT until 1979 were manufactured at Hastings, and all record players and music 

centres. Manufacturing moved to Germany in 1979. After this I lost track. Its lovely 

that you have this museum as it feels as if a large part of my life has been erased from 

history.  

As I have recently moved back from Spain, it may take a while to locate my mother's 

photos, if they still exist. Will let you know when I find them.  

 

Found this ad for assembly workers 

      
 

Reply from KB Museum  

Hi Ian 

I have had a quick browse around the internet and as far as I can see there were at 

least 12 STC factories dotted around the UK. 

I have included Hastings as if it was started in 1959 or 60 then it is more likely to 

have been known as KB or STC than ITT or ITT-KB. 

 

STC East Kilbride, Glasgow 



STC Monkstown, N. Ireland 

STC Newport, S. Wales 

STC Harlow, Essex 

STC Basildon, Essex 

STC Benfleet, Essex 

STC Foots Cray, Kent 

STC North Woolwich, London 

STC New Southgate, N. London 

STC Hastings, E. Sussex 

STC Southhampton, Hampshire 

STC Paignton, Devon 

 

So it looks like a rather big job to make a decent job of noting down the various STC 

factories, their dates in production and what they produced in the various factories. 

I don't suppose you would like to take it on as a project, I could host it on my website. 

There are a few websites which mention various branches but specific details are not 

so easy to find. 

all the best Mike 

 

 

Will try my best, I meant to say being one of the youngest, most people have passed 

away. In my mother's time, it was KB, Kolster Brands, and owned by standard 

telephone cables, or STC. It became ITT-KB and in my time 75 until 79 it was ITT 

Consumer Products. Most TV's and audio were made at Hastings, as the other 

factories produced transistor radios,  

Tapes, and of course cables and telecommunications that were original STC products. 

I went many times to Foots Cray, but in comparison to Hastings was much smaller. I 

will do some research for you to find out more, as for its time, the company was a 

leading player in the market. Its nice you have made a record of the company for 

posterity. Ps looking for a 5042 music Centre if you hear of one would be grateful if 

you would let me know. Kind regards Ian 

 

Hi Mike,  

I do not know the person who posted the sites, but will try and find out, unfortunately 

I was one of the youngest operatives at 16 started on the colour TV Flow line, then 

transferred to audio assembling the UA 5042 music Centres, and others, we re badged 

many of our products for Philips, and Finlandia, although it was only a label change. 

All PCB's were made in house, we had the hand insertion flow lines, and one of the 

very first auto insertion after which we ran all the boards through the zeva flow solder 

machines, (horrible job, very messy and lots of fumes) boards were cleaned in 

ultrasound baths using Trichloroethylene. They were passed to inspection and QA. 

All the cases were made of site by sub contractors, but chassis were made in house, 

but phased out during my time. The parts were then fed to assembly flow lines, with 

the TV's you put the tube in the cabinet first, then the motherboard went in followed 

by the tuner and colour decoder PSU and tripler, parts of the line were live, to test the 

sets, and many people got belts from the tripler if they moved along the line to get 

ahead. We had 5min toilet break every hour, although they had charge hands to stand 

in on all the ops if needed. On both TV and audio we did runs of so many hundred 

sets, I seem to remember it was about 100 set of each a day. The TV flow lines were 



the biggest the factory employed over 1100 people at one stage, yet everyone new 

each other, good times.  

 

I want an MC5042 as I let my original go, mine had the original design brushed 

aluminium bezels, before they changed them to black, I don't think they ever sold the 

originals as mine came from the staff shop, and I "borrowed" the silver bezels off the 

shop floor!!! I worked on every single one of the 5042 centres as in those days we did 

not have independent holidays the factory shut for 2 weeks in the summer and 2 

weeks at Xmas, due to all the flow lines. That is why I want one. 

So glad you have some ITT-KB items, will go through your Web page when I'm out 

of hospital as I take it you have photos.  

Ian 

 

Reply by KB Museum 

I think I still have the 1977 catalogue, if I do I can send you a full size scan of the 

page if you would like it. 

Mike 

 
 

Thanks so much, remember now, the silver model was slightly different, had the 

standard BSR turntable, the black had an 'S' arm belt drive magnetic turntable with a 

small extra PCB. Thanks 

 

 

I didn't hear anything more from Ian, I hope he got out of hospital OK. 


