
The KB factory at Hastings 
Correspondence from Patrick O'Farrell February 2021 

 

Following my brief note from last Thursday re the Bikini, I will give you what I can, 

not necessarily in date order, some will be factual, some will be my best recollections 

from 60 years ago. First some background. 

 

The address of the KB factory in Hastings was Theaklin Drive, TN38 9AZ, although 

then there were no postcodes. 

The factory was built by the local council in  1954/5 to create employment and was 

leased to a London company called The LPS, a cable manufacturer that was based in 

Alperton Mddx, my Dad worked for them and  so we were as a family relocated from 

Northolt where we lived, to a small development of  new houses built for the key LPS 

employees in Wishing Tree road, called The Slides. LPS went bust. 

 

Kolster Brandes took over the factory around 1960, I was 16 and one of the first to be 

employed there, It was a fabulous place to work, It was my second job and as far 

removed from my first job as could be. 

 

The Bikini line was started possibly around 61 or 62 or possibly later, (did the 

production start there to take advantage of Radio Caroline in 1964 ?) I remember 

being involved in setting up the production line. It was in a small area between the 

workers entrance and the main offices, I think that it was just an assembly job without 

the complexities of the TV lines and the Radiogram lines, ie there was no solder bath 

that I can remember, I remember unpacking large cardboard boxes of components, 

and for the first time I came across polystyrene, unbelievably light compared to what 

had gone before. I think I worked on the line for a short time before being moved onto 

other things. 

 

I worked on the RGD 250 radiogram, various record players and many different TV's 

and as a 17 or 18 year old I was running the radio repair shop with a team of 5 or 6 

younger boys, mainly mechanical repairs from QC at the end of the lines plus a few 

electrical repairs, replacing broken components or duff capacitors etc. 

The wooden case for the radiograms came in from I think Hallam industries. 

 

I was the proud owner of an International radio, I took it everywhere, I bought it from 

the factory shop at a discounted price with money I had saved from being paid for 

suggestions  that were taken up in production, I used to get something about once a 

month. 

 

The company was keen on social clubs, I was encourages to start, what became the 

Rock Jive and Twist Club, subsidised by the company, one of the management was a 

man named LG Knight, he was instrumental in all things social, he found a hall for us 

to play records in, the railway workmen's club next to Warrior Sq station, we had twin 

turntables, unheard of at the time, we could play one record after another with no 

break in between, the boffins built 2 speakers, square columns about a foot square and 

5 feet tall, at the bottom big woofers and spread up the inside 5 or6 different sized 

tweeters , the boxes painted pale blue. LG must have arranged transport for the 

speakers to the hall. 



Question; was the Hastings a manufacturing facility or an assembly plant. 

 

The Hastings factory was indeed a large scale production facility, I'm not sure of the 

number of employees at any one time but it was certainly over 100, apart from the 

Bikini assembly there were radiograms, gramophones, many different portables and 

TVs, plus underwater repeater coils for ITT transatlantic cables. and lots of other stuff 

that I wasn't involved in, there were at least 2 full TV lines of about 20 or more 

workers, mainly women and girls, as a teenager I had a very nice time there, station 1 

of the line started with a bare pressed metal chassis mounted at 45 deg, the psb fitted, 

passed on to number 2 by means of parallel rails with nylon wheels, a few more 

components fitted and soldered, and so on until the last operation, fitting the crt, then 

going through the solder bath, to be whisked up on an aerial conveyor to be plunged 

down into the boxing area. 

 

The key workers had been brought in from Footscray, and all moved into Hastings as 

had been done before with the LPS, included were George Geater, Lou Littlejohns, 

LG Knight, Joyce ?Eddy ?Roy Marshal, Ron Franklin, and others I can't remember,  

 

I've got no fotos of any relevance, but there are still people living in Hastings that 

worked there, over time it must run into hundreds, you could post a request with the 

local paper for info, they do it from time to time, its The Hastings & St Leonards 

Observer, we also have an online local paper Hastings online times. 

 

Regards 

 

Patrick 

 


